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SPECIAL NEEDS – PROFILING INSTRUMENT (SNPI) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The needs-based model of resource allocation for students with disability is recommended by the 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).  The Association of Independent 

Schools of the Northern Territory (AISNT) Special Needs Profiling Instrument (SNPI) is based on the 

same instrument used by the Northern Territory Department of Education.  In this model, students with 

disability are allocated resources based on the level of support required to enable the student to 

participate effectively in the school program. 

Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs (MCEETYA) defines ‘students 

with disabilities’ as ‘those students who, without extra support or adjustment to the environment, would 

be restricted in their ability to participate in the academic program of the school due to an underlying 

condition that has lasted, or is expected to last, for more than six months’. 

The definition is to be interpreted in conjunction with the following elaborations: 

 Extra support or adjustment to the environment – changes to the school environment or to 

the student’s learning environment that facilitate the student’s ability to participate in education, 

and that are in addition to personnel, material or financial resources provided for the students 

who do not have a disability. 

 

 An underlying condition – a chronic illness or impairment in intellectual, physical, sensory, 

communication or psychological function that has lasted, or is expected to last, for more than six 

months. 

 

Documents: 

Students with Disabilities in NT Schools Policy (2008) 

Disability Discrimination Act (1992) 

Disability Standards for Education (2005) 

Teaching and Learning Framework (TaLF) 

Northern Territory Curriculum Framework (NTCF) 

Accountability and Performance Improvement Framework (2007) 
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PROCESS: 

The level of additional resources for students with disabilities is informed by the Special Needs Profiling 

Instrument (SNPI).  The key indicators within this instrument include observable abilities/competencies 

of the student.  The SNPI scoring must be supported through evidence.  

WHAT DOES THE SPECIAL NEEDS PROFILING INSTRUMENT DO? 

The Special Needs Profiling Instrument (SNPI) evaluates the specific needs of a student.  Profiling 

provides an explicit statement of individual need in the four educational domains (participation, 

communication, personal care and movement) and the level of support required for the student to 

access school programs and participate effectively in the curriculum.  The SNPI can also be used to 

inform Educational Adjustment Plans (EAP and/or other similar plans used in your school.  

Not all students who are profiled are eligible for special needs resourcing which is specifically 

allocated to students with a disability requiring moderate to major adjustments to their 

educational program. 

WHO TO PROFILE: 

The SNPI can be used to evaluate the needs of all students within your school who need adjustments to 

their educational program in any domain.  

WHO COMPLETES THE PROFILES? 

It is recommended that profiling students be a consultative process usually at a specific meeting, to 

include Parents, Carers, School Staff (Principal, Assistant Principal, Classroom Teacher, Special 

Education Teacher) and other professionals or persons with knowledge of the child/student as 

appropriate. 

Education Advisors from the Association of Independent Schools of the Northern Territory may be 

invited to attend to guide school staff and parents through the process of profiling students’ needs and 

making adjustments to school programs. 

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE PROFILING AND PLANNING MEETING: 

Student needs profiling and planning meetings, or case conferences are an important opportunity for 

parents and/or carers to contribute to the educational program of their child.  Teachers and Special 

Education Teachers are also well placed to identify student needs and therefore participate such a  

meeting.  In preparation for the meeting: 

 Read this booklet carefully. 

 Consider your child/student’s needs in each of the four domains. 

 Choose relevant focus areas of need. 

 From the focus area, choose a descriptor that best describes your child/student’s support needs. 

 Choose the best match to your child’s needs, keeping in mind that when identifying the 

appropriate descriptor, the whole descriptor must be considered not selected phrases. 
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 Fill in the level on the ‘Special Needs Profiling Instrument’ (which is in the óSpecial Education 

School Support Individual Student Profile Formô) and/or make comments in the space provided. 

NB: Not every descriptor in each level is required to achieve the level of need. 

The information included in the ‘Special Needs Profiling Instrument’ (SNPI) is used by AISNT to 

determine the level of funding assistance the student is entitled to, through moderation, as part of the 

ascertainment process. 

PURPOSE OF MODERATION: 

 To provide information and support the level of need to ensure equitable allocation of funding. 

 To ensure that the descriptors in the SNPI are applied consistently across AISNT schools. 

 AISNT staff will provide guidance as necessary to ensure common interpretations of the levels of 

need described in each level are used across all AISNT schools. 

 Moderation of profiles is essential for all students with disability in regular classes who may be 

eligible for special needs resourcing. 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR SPECIAL NEEDS FUNDING? 

Special Needs Funding is only allocated for students with diagnosed disabilities/disorders who require 

moderate to major adjustments to their educational program as per the Student Needs Profiling 

Instrument.  Students who are eligible for Special Needs Funding will require: 

 Verification of diagnosis 

 Moderated profile, using the SNPI 

 Education Adjustment Plan, or similar plan that is used in your school  

VERIFICATION: 

AISNT will notify the school that: 

 The disability is verified – reports from specialists and assessments that confirm the disability. 

 Special Needs Profile is moderated. 

 The student is considered/not considered eligible for funding. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

To assist in the verification of a student’s disability/disorder and moderation of the level of needs and to 

ensure consistent application of the descriptors across all AISNT schools, the following documentation 

is essential: 

 Evidence of referral process or documentation from previous schools (for students from 

interstate or changing schools)  

 Report or letter from specialist confirming diagnosis, IQ scores, any standardized test scores 

 Copy of the current Educational Adjustment Plan, or similar plan, with adjustments relating to all 

domains in with the student profile has a recorded need. 
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SPECIAL NEEDS PROFILING INSTRUMENT  (SNPI) 

The Special Needs Profiling Instrument is divided into four parts, reflecting four major domains of 

educational need. 

 Participation 

 Communication 

 Personal Care 

 Movement 

Each domain has been further divided into focus areas to reflect areas of educational needs.  It is these 

eleven areas that are the focus for determining the level of need of funding.  Each is described below. 

PARTICIPATION: 

Broad needs the child/student may have in order to participate in the school program. This domain has 

been divided into four focus areas: 

 Curriculum 

 Behaviour 

 Social Competence 

 Safety 

COMMUNICATION: 

Describes the child/student needs and the educational support required in the communication domain.  

This domain has been divided into two focus areas: 

 Expressive and Receptive communication (access) 

 Communication Skills Development (participation) 

PERSONAL CARE: 

Examines the student’s needs with regards to looking after themselves. This domain is divided into 

three areas: 

 Hygiene 

 Dietary Needs 

 Health Care 

MOVEMENT: 

Refers to specific needs in relation to being able o move around the school and use hand-motor skills o 

participate in school activities. This domain is divided into two focus areas: 

 Mobility 

 Hand Motor 
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Domain Focus Area Description Levels 

Participation 

Curriculum 

Refers to changes in curriculum and teaching 
practices for a student to participate in a meaningful 
learning program.  It details the degree of curriculum 
adaptation the teacher must provide for learning to 
occur. 
 

4 

Behaviour 

Focus on student actions/reasons that interfere with 
learning in the school environment. Behaviours may 
be associated with a specific disability. 
 

4 

Social 
Development 

Focus on the way a student interacts with those 
around and the support they need to manage 
relationships with others.  It includes descriptions of 
the support needed to effectively participate in 
classroom and school routines. 
 

4 

Safety 
Focus on management strategies needed to ensure 
a student’s safety whilst at school. 
 

4 

Communication 

Communication 
Access 

Describes the way the student communicates with 
others, such as spoken language, sign or an 
augmented system, and the degree of support that 
is needed to be understood and/or to understand the 
communications of others at school, including 
written communication. 
 

4 

Communication 
Participation 

Focus on specific language/communication skill 
development of the student, and the level and type 
of programs needed to participate in school 
activities. 
 

4 

Personal Care 

Hygiene 

Refers to essential hygiene routines that require 
individual management to support participation.  The 
essential hygiene routines which require intensive 
individual management.  

4 

Eating 
Eating drinking and dietary needs which require 
individual management. 
 

4 

Health Care 
The procedures specified in an individual health 
care plan which require specialist support. 
 

4 

Movement 

Mobility 
Refers to a student’s level of functional 
independence in mobility and positioning 
 

4 

Hand Motor 
The student’s ability to use hand motor skills 
required to participate in learning activities.  
 

4 
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Examples of Levels of adjustment or support needed to access and participate in school 

programs: 

Level Degree of 
support or 

adjustment to 
environment 

Descriptors Examples of Adjustment 

1 Minimal 

May require 
mild 

occasional 
infrequent 
additional 

 The student is capable of operating safely in 
most school environments but may require 
minor additional supervision in certain activities 

 May require additional adjustments to the school 
curriculum in a particular area 

 Requires on-call medical attention for an 
infrequent medical condition eg: seizure that  
requires medical intervention.  

 

2 Moderate 

Regular 
Often 
Some 

Medium 

 Supervision in the use of assistive technologies 

 Use of school funded assistive technologies 

 Regular reminders 

 Structured program intervention by specialist 

 Regular supervision on a range of activities  

 Some modification to the school or classroom 
environment. 

 

3 Major 

Severe 
Significant 
Frequent 

 

 The student needs specialized or frequent 
support for ongoing medical procedures at 
school, eg: catheterization, daily injections, 
respirators. 

 The student requires significant 
adjustments/modifications or support to enable 
access and participation in school activities 

 

4 Major 

Constant 
monitoring 
Intensive 
Extreme 

 The student is unable to function in almost all 
school activities without constant supervision to 
prevent injury to self or others 

 Requires constant monitoring of medical 
condition every school day 

 Requires an individually tailored, fully supported 
program at all times 

 Uses complex assistive technologies that are 
provided by the school. 
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AISNT – STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – PROFILING INSTRUMENT 

PARTICIPATION – CURRICULUM 

This area details the adjustments required in curriculum and teaching practices for the student to 

participate in a meaningful learning program.  It details the additional support the teacher must provide 

for learning to occur, especially in the areas of literacy and numeracy. 

This student’s needs are best described by the following level: 

Level 0 This area does not apply 

Level 1 
Minimal 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Student attempts structured tasks in all curriculum areas, but has mild difficulty 
with concentration and completion of activities. 

 Student can learn new skills and concepts with repeated individual instruction. 

 The curriculum needs to be adapted/modified in specific area/s. 

 Requires a range of assessment practices to demonstrate learning outcomes. 

 Needs minimal supervision to remain on task. 

 Working to same learning outcomes as peers, but has particular curriculum 
access needs, eg: large print 

Level 2 
Moderate 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Can undertake learning activities in all areas in presented in small steps, regular 
support is needed to stay on task. 

 Writing is more difficult for the student that for age-peers and moderate 
adaptations/adjustments to the curriculum are requires. 

 Can acquire new skills after repeated individual instruction, with moderate 
curriculum adaptations/adjustments. 

Level 3 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Copes with structured tasks in very small steps for a limited time with frequent 
assistance. 

 Requires modification and direct assistance due to significantly delayed fine 
motor skills. 

 May acquire new skills after frequent individual instruction, but has difficulty 
retaining skills. 

 Simple verbal instructions, concrete demonstrations and initial ‘hand over hand’ 
assistance are required to support learning. 

 Frequent assistance an individualized strategies or materials are needed to 
ensure engagement in most curriculum areas. 

 A significant level of adaptation/adjustment to the curriculum and program 
delivery within a highly structured classroom environment is needed. 

 Individually tailored assessment practices are needed to demonstrate learning 
outcomes. 

Level 4 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Total support and hands on assistance is required for basic sensory and 
cognitive stimulation. 

 Requires high level adaptations in all areas of the curriculum and intensive 
support to enable participation in class activities. 

 Requires highly individualized strategies to encourage participation and 
demonstrate learning outcomes. 

 Curriculum participation is impeded due to extreme anxiety or disinterest, 
requiring intensive levels of support. 
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AISNT – STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – PROFILING INSTRUMENT 

PARTICIPATION – BEHAVIOUR 

This area focuses on the behaviours students may engage in that result in a need for additional support.  

It refers to overt behaviours associated with specific disorders, except where specifically mentioning 

withdrawn behavior. 

Level 0 This area is not applicable 

Level 1 
Minimal 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Requires occasional supervision and support for specific behavior needs, eg: 
implementation of generalized classroom strategies, occasional verbal 
prompting to follow routines and instructions to stay on task. 

 Requires occasional correction for specific inappropriate or immature social 
behaviours. 

 Requires occasional assistance to deal with conflict appropriately. 

 Requires occasional assistance to move between classes or school activities 
die to anxiety or limited understanding of school routines or poor attention. 

Level 2 
Moderate 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Requires regular intervention and/or correction due to behavior needs, eg: 
implementation of individualized classroom strategies, separation from other 
students, regular and consistent prompting to follow routines or instructions or 
to stay on task. 

 Requires a behavior management program developed by a specialist teacher  
or other professional to address regular episodes of anti-social behavior such 
as self-stimulation, non-compliance, aggression or poor attention. 

 Requires regular intervention, supervision and support for specific behavior 
associated with disability/disorder, eg: obsessions, withdrawal behavior.   

Level 3 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Requires a highly structured behavior management program developed by a 
team of school personnel and other professionals, delivered within a highly 
structured school environment to develop and maintain appropriate behavior. 

 Highly individualized strategies are required to manage repetitive or 
unpredictable behaviours, or atypical interests in objects, that impede learning 
or participation in activities at school. 

 Requires significant support to limit behaviours that ate extremely disruptive to 
the students’ own learning environment and that of other students. 

 Frequently engages in anti-social behaviour or disruptive behaviour eg: self-
stimulation, non-compliance, aggression, poor attention or 
withdrawn/disengaged behavior. 

Level 4 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Requires constant support/intervention due to extreme levels of 
aggressive/anxious behavior or withdrawn/disengaged behavior. 

 Displays extreme behaviours that are socially unacceptable or distressing to 
others requiring constant monitoring/support and modifications to class 
routines. 

 Requires ongoing/constant support from external agencies such as juvenile 
justice, disability support agencies, psychiatrist or medical support. 

 Intensive and constant supervision and support from an adult in a highly 
structured educational environment is needed to allow participation in the 
school program. 
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AISNT – STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – PROFILING INSTRUMENT 

PARTICIPATION – SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

This area focuses on the way students interact with those around them and the support they need to 

manage relationships with others.  It includes descriptions of the support needed to participate in 

classroom and school routines effectively. 

This student’s needs are best described by the following level: 

Level 0 This area is not applicable. 

Level 1 
Minimal 
 support/ 
adjustment 

 Classroom social skills programs are required due to the student having some 
difficulty with the dynamics of relationships and not responding appropriately in 
social situations. 

 Requires strategies to ensure appropriate reactions when dealing with other 
students or teachers. 

 Needs prompting to cope with daily routines, eg: times for various school 
activities, transportation requirements. 

Level 2 
Moderate 
support 
/adjustment 

 Has difficulty in forming and maintaining relationships, developing friendships 
and/or being included in playground activities, requiring a focus on his issue in 
class programs and the Educational Adjustment Plan/Individual Behaviour 
Plan, or similar plan. 

 Has difficulties organising daily routines, tasks and materials without regular 
support. 

 Has some awareness of demands, expectations and restrictions of the school 
and wider community but requires regular support. 

 Individualised instruction needed to assist student to develop and maintain 
appropriate friendships and relationships.  

 Requires regular support in unfamiliar situations. 

 Regular preparation s needed to enable the student to understand new 
situations. 

 Requires a personal development program designed with input from school 
personnel, parents/carers and other key people. 

Level 3 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Requires a specific program developed by the school, the student’s 
parents/carers and other key people due to the extremely poor attention or 
withdrawal. 

 Requires frequent monitoring/assistance from an adult in less structured 
situations to encourage participation and to facilitate appropriate interactions. 

 Requires frequent and explicit instruction in order to develop appropriate 
responses to social situations and interactions in most situations. 

Level 4 
Major 
support/ 
adjustments 

 Requires intensive and constant supervision in all activities to enable 
participation and successful interaction with others. 

 Requires delivery of an intensive and individualised teaching program, with 
high levels of support in order to manage social interactions. 

 Intensive supervision is required at all times of the day due to unpredictable or 
socially provocative tendencies. 

 Is dependent on an adult to interpret demands, expectations and restrictions of 
the school environment and the wider community. 
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AISNT – STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – PROFILING INSTRUMENT 

PARTICIPATION – SAFETY 

This area focuses on safety supports needed for students whilst a school.  Safety is an issue due to 

difficulties associated with the identified disability/disorder, including cognitive/intellectual; behaviour; 

health or medical conditions. 

This student’s needs are best described by the following level: 

Level 0 This area does not apply 

Level 1 
Minimal 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Is at occasional risk of injuring self or others from hazards in the environment 
because of difficulties associated with the identified disorder, poor mobility 
function, or health condition. 

 Does not understand boundaries or have safety awareness and may wander into 
other parts of the school, requiring playground monitoring programs. 

 Occasionally has difficulty responding/complying with verbal warnings and may 
require additional assistance to maintain safety. 

 Cannot hear or understand verbal warnings and requires some additional 
supervision to maintain safety. 

Level 2 
Moderate 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Is at moderate risk of injuring self to others from hazards within the environment 
because of difficulties associated with an identified disability/disorder, poor 
mobility function, or moderate health issue. 

 Absconds regularly and requires extra supervision by staff during recess and 
lunch times. 

Level 3 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Is at significant risk of injuring self or others from hazards in the environment 
because of difficulties associated with an identified disability/disorder, poor 
mobility function, or significant health condition. 

 The student is independent within the classroom, but requires frequent support 
when moving around the school environment due to severe anxiety or limited 
understanding of school routines and processes. 

 Frequently absconds and requires significant supervision by staff through out the 
school day. 

 Requires specially designed or targeted programs in order to develop appropriate 
play or social interactions and to better understand the possible consequences of 
inappropriate social contact. 

 Requires significant supervision, as the student is at risk of injuring self or others.  

Level 4 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Is at extreme risk of injuring self or others from hazards in the environment 
because of difficulties associated with an identified disability/disorder, poor 
mobility function or significant health issue. 

 Requires intensive and constant supervision to prevent injury to self or others. 
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AISNT – STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – PROFILING INSTRUMENT 

COMMUNICATION – COMMUNICATION ACCESS 

This area describes the way the student communicates with others, such as with spoken language, sign 

or an augmented system, and the degree of support that is needed to be understood and/or to 

understand the communications of others at school. 

This student’s needs are best described by the following level: 

Level 0 This area does not apply. 

Level 1 
Minimal 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Environmental factors (loud noise, position in class) influence the student’s 
communication skills and the student may require modifications to the 
environment. 

 Processing and understanding verbal language presents mild difficulties and 
the student may occasionally require visual supports. 

 The student communicates independently but occasionally uses augmented 
supports such as gesture, pictures or signs. 

 Requires prompts to maintain a reciprocal conversation. 

 May have some speech errors which do not impact on intelligibility. 

Level 2 
Moderate 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Processing and understanding of language presents with moderate difficulty 
and the student may need assistance to develop understanding of vocabulary, 
concepts, complex instructions and higher level language such as inferences, 
jokes. 

 Has moderate difficulty with self expression and may need some assistance 
with vocabulary development, grammatical skills, sentence structure, 
descriptive language skills and oral language (narrative) development.  

 Explicit teaching/modeling is regularly needed to foster expressive 
communication skills to improve understanding or to assist the student to 
participate in communication activities. 

 May have moderate speech sound errors which impact on intelligibility. 

Level 3 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Severely impaired speech production impacting on intelligibility. 

 The student uses alternative and augmentative communication systems such 
as sign language, a picture based communication system or a communication 
device. 

 The student has severe difficulty with self expression and requires assistance 
with vocabulary development, grammatical skills, sentence structure, 
descriptive language kills and oral language (narrative) development. 

 The student requires a support person to assist with communication to enable 
the student to successfully access the curriculum and participate in all class 
activities. 

 Processing and understanding of language presents with severe difficulty and 
the student requires assistance to develop understanding of vocabulary, 
concepts, complex instructions and higher level language such as inferences, 
jokes, etc. 

 Experiences significant difficulty understanding the pragmatics of 
communication and requires frequent support to communicate effectively in the 
school situation. 

Level 4  All written work needs to be modified eg: text enlargements, transcribed to 
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Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

Braille, to enable access on the same basis as classmates. 

 Requires a support person to stimulate and interpret all communication eg: 
non-standardised gestures, vocalizations and facial expressions. 

 The student’s expressive language ability is extremely limited and the student 
requires augmentative communication eg: picture symbol system, voice output 
device or sign language. 
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AISNT – STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – PROFILING INSTRUMENT 

COMMUNICATION – COMMUNICATION PARTICIPTION 

This area builds on information previously given in Communication Access.  It focuses on specific 

language/communication development of the student and the level and type of programs needed. 

This student’s needs are best described by the following level: 

Level 0 This area does not apply 

Level 1 
Moderate 
support/ 
adjustment 

 May have a speech program being implemented by parents/carers. 

 Some teaching of vocabulary ad speech patterns is needed to develop 
appropriate use of language. 

Level 2 
Moderate 
support 
/adjustment 

 Has an individualised program developed with input from a Speech Pathologist 
or Education Advisor to develop communication skills (verbal or augmented, 
receptive or expressive and pragmatic understanding). 

 Ongoing training and support is needed in the use of a communication system 
to supplement spoken language, eg: picture symbols, singing, visual cueing. 

 Some training and/or support needed for staff to implement specialist 
recommendations. 

 The student regularly requires assistance in the form of verbal or visual aids to 
assist communication. 

Level 3 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 A highly intensive and individualised program designed with input from a 
Speech Pathologist or Education Advisor is needed to promote communication 
with other students, to communicate needs and choices and to allow 
participation in learning. 

 Significant training and/or support needed for staff to implement specialist 
recommendations. 

 The student requires ongoing instruction in the use of alternative and 
augmentative communication system or communications device. 

 The student’s spoken language is supported by alternative technologies such 
as a voice output device. 

Level 4 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 The student communicates using alternative and augmentative 
communications systems such as sign language, a picture based 
communication system or communication  device and requires intensive 
ongoing instruction in this communication method by trained staff. 

 The student relies on Braille and requires intensive, ongoing instruction in this 
communication method. 

 Highly intensive and individualised program designed with input from a Speech 
Pathologist is needed to promote communication with other students, to 
communicate needs and allow choice making. 

 Specialised training and/or support needed for staff to implement specialist 
recommendations. 
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AISNT – STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – PROFILING INSTRUMENT 

PERSONAL CARE – HYGIENE 

This area focus in the support students need to manage personal care requirements whilst at school.  It 

includes toileting and hygiene needs. 

This student’s needs are best described by the following level: 

Level 0 This area does not apply 

Level 1 
Minimal 
support/ 
adjustment 

 The child/student is relatively independent but requires some modifications to 
the school environment or class activities to allow access with dignity, eg: 
being near appropriately equipped toilets, supervision to reach or use changing 
facilities. 

Level 2 
Moderate 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Requires some assistance, supervision and/or prompting to learn and master 
independence with toileting, showering or bathing. 

Level 3 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Supervision and assistance from one to two adults is required for toileting, 
showering and bathing procedures although the child is still able to participate 
in self care routines. 

 Training and/or support needed for staff to implement specialist 
recommendations. 

Level 4 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 Intensive support is required for complex toileting and personal care 
requirements, including the use of medical appliances, eg: catheters 
associated with personal hygiene. 

 Is completely dependent/unable to participate in self care routines and requires 
total assistance, eg: hoisting or full assistance to two adults to transfer, may 
wear pull-ups that require changing or be unable to inform staff of need to go to 
toilet. 

 Complex training and/or support is needed for staff to implement specialist 
recommendations/routines.  
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AISNT – STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – PROFILING INSTRUMENT 

PERSONAL CARE – EATING AND DIETARY NEEDS 

This area focuses on safety supports needed for students whilst at school.  Safety is an issue due to 

difficulties associated with the identified disability/disorder, including cognitive/intellectual; behaviour; 

health or medical conditions.   

This student’s needs are best described by the following level: 

Level 0 This area does not apply 

Level 1 
Minimal 
support/ 
adjustment 

 The child/student is able to eat independently at meal times but requires 
occasional adult supervision/assistance/accommodations for health, safety, 
sensory or mobility reasons. 

 The child/student is at risk of allergic reactions to food or chemicals, food 
avoidance or intolerance requiring additional adult supervision and assistance 
during meal times. 

Level 2 
Moderate 
support/ 
adjustment 

 The child/student is able to eat independently at meal times but requires regular 
adult assistance. 

 A moderate level of support from an adult is required during eating and drinking 
procedures due to a disability/impairment. 

 The child/student is at risk of allergic reactions to food or chemicals, food 
avoidance or intolerance requiring regular adult supervision and assistance 
during meal times and potentially at other times during the school day. 

Level 3 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 A significant level of support from an adult is required during eating and drinking 
procedures due to a disability/impairment. 

 The child/student is at risk of allergic reactions to food or chemicals, food 
avoidance or intolerance requiring constant adult supervision and assistance at 
all times of the school day. 

Level 4 
Major 
support/ 
adjustment 

 The child/student needs assisted feeding eg: via a PEG or Nasogastric Tube 
requiring supervision/assistance during feeding times. 

 Total support from an adult is required during eating and drinking procedures 
due to a disability/impairment. 
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AISNT – STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – PROFILING INSTRUMENT 

PERSONAL CARE – HEALTH CARE 

This focus area refers to the procedures specified in an Individual Health Care Plan that requires 

specialised support. 

Level 0 This area does not apply 

Level 1 
Minimal 
support/adju
stment 

 Assistance may be required for a medical condition or in the use of specialised 
medical equipment at specific times of the day, eg: blood testing equipment, 
breathing apparatus, hearing aids, cochlea implants. 

 Student has one or more chronic health conditions or health care needs which 
are generally stable or controlled but will need some routine health care 
procedure that needs monitoring and supervision. 

 Prescription medication for a disability/disorder is taken during te school time 
with the supervision and assistance of an adult. 

Level 2 
Moderate 
support/adju
stment 

 Student needs regular assistance to perform required routine health care 
procedures, eg: cleaning intermittent catheritisation. 

 Requires regular assistance from trained staff for the use or fitting of 
equipment or appliances. 

 Requires regular daily intervention by specially trained staff to manage a 
medical condition. 

Level 3 
Major 
support/adju
stment 

 Student needs frequent monitoring of their health status throughout the school 
day. 

 Health Care Plan includes detailed steps for routine performance of health care 
procedures and specific emergency care procedures to be followed by trained 
school staff. 

Level 4 
Major 
support/adju
stment 

 Ongoing and intensive monitoring is required to address emergency ad life 
threatening situations. 

 Emergency equipment is required to address emergency and life-threatening 
situations, eg: resuscitator. 

 May require emergency administration of prescribed medication as part of an 
emergency plan. 

 

Note:  A Medical or Health Care Plan must be submitted to support this. 
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AISNT – STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – PROFILING INSTRUMENT 

MOVEMENT – MOBILITY 

This area describes how the student moves around the school and refers to the physical capacity for 

movement. 

This student’s needs are best described by the following level: 

Level 0 This area does not apply 

Level 1 
Minimal 
support/ 
assistance 

 Minimal assistance for mobility or balance is required, such as handrails, ramp, 
tactile markings, a lift or staff support is needed.  

 The child/student is independently mobile using specialised mobility equipment 
and requires minimal supervision. 

Level 2 
Moderate 
support/ 
assistance 

 To move around the school environment, the student requires adult support or 
training in the use of specialised equipment, eg: walking frame, callipers, 
wheelchair. 

 The child/student has some independence with mobility but requires support or 
training to use specialised equipment, eg: walking frame or wheelchair. 

 A student with vision impairment may require ongoing support for 
orientation/mobility program. 

Level 3 
Major 
support/ 
assistance 

 The child/student requires a wheelchair for mobility and needs assistance to 
transfer to other pieces of equipment or activities, eg: wheelchair to seating, to 
pool, wheelchair to trampoline, etc. 

 The child/student requires assistance for most movements or transfers. 

  

Level 4 
Major 
support/ 
assistance 

 The child/student requires intensive and long term orientation and mobility 
training. 

 The child/student requires intensive support to constant monitoring to maintain 
posture. 

 The child/student has limited independent or controlled movement.  Full 
assistance is required. 

 In order to access the school curriculum and environment, the student requires 
assistance of more than one staff member for mobility and transfers. 

 Constant physical support or instructions form a close range are needed at all 
times when the student is moving around the classroom and the school. 
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MOVEMENT – HAND MOTOR 

This area refers to the student’s ability to use hand-motor skills required to participate in learning 

activities. 

The student’s needs are best described by the following level: 

Level 0 This area does not apply 

Level 1 
 

 The child/student can manipulate most objects with reduced speed and/or 
accuracy of movement. 

 Differences between function of rigt and left hands may affect performance (poor 
use of two hands together), 

 Small, heavy or fragile objects may present additional manual challenges for the 
child/student.  

Level 2  The child/student has difficulties performing manual tasks and requires regular 
assistance to undertake activities or requires some modification to the 
environment. 

Level 3  The child/student has significant difficulties manipulating all but a limited selection 
of easily managed objects in adapted situations, eg: uses a switch to access 
computer programs, adapted cutlery placed in a student’s hand. 

 The child/student performs parts of activities with effort and limited success. 

Level 4  The child/student has extremely limited upper limb control for simple actions and 
does not grasp objects. 

 The child/student requires total assistance with functional fine motor activities. 

 

 


